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BOOK 31
The Writer's Edge - 2027 Expanded Edition
Advanced Strategies for Indie Author Success

Diversify the Income. Deepen Reader Loyalty. Expand the Reach. Build the
Career to Last.
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B ALAN BOURGEOIS
A selected preview from the complete book.
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What This Book Will Do for You
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

The fundamentals of indie publishing still matter, but established authors eventually
face a different problem: a growing catalog, more channels, more rights, more
marketing choices, more operational demands, and more opportunities than one person
can reasonably pursue at once.

Beyond the Basics is for the author who already knows how to get a book into the
marketplace and now needs the marketplace to serve a larger career. It connects catalog
strategy, reader pathways, portfolio economics, direct sales, retention, launches,
advertising, events, rights, partnerships, technology, operational resilience, and
capacity into one integrated author business.

The practical result is not a longer task list. It is a better decision system: know what
matters, what connects, what earns its complexity, what should be expanded or
repaired, and what should stop.

ADVANCED STRATEGY IS NOT DOING MORE. IT IS
CHOOSING BETTER.
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Selected From the Book
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Diversify Income Without Diluting the Brand
Diversification protects the business only when the new revenue still makes sense for
the author and audience.

Start With the Intellectual Property
Before inventing unrelated side businesses, look at what the books already contain:
audio, translation, large print, special editions, bundles, licensing, bulk sales,
educational use, speaking, workshops, adaptation, merchandise tied to genuine reader
demand, or other rights opportunities.

The strongest diversification often extends existing intellectual property.

Separate Revenue From Distraction
A new revenue stream may look attractive while consuming the time needed to write
the next book. Calculate setup, fulfillment, customer service, maintenance, and
opportunity cost.

Use a Portfolio Rule
Keep a core revenue engine, one or two growth experiments, and a clear limit on
speculative projects. Too many experiments create a business that is permanently in
setup mode.

Writer's Edge Check-In
• Which unused right or format is closest to existing reader demand?
• Which revenue idea would distract from the books?
• What is your maximum number of active experiments?
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Selected From the Book
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Lead the Career With a CEO Review
At the advanced stage, the author must periodically leave the task list and evaluate the
whole enterprise.

Review Quarterly
Examine catalog health, production, revenue, profit, cash needs, reader growth, repeat
buying, direct sales, advertising, events, rights, partnerships, platform concentration,
workload, and creative progress.

The purpose is not more reporting. It is better decisions.

Use Four Decisions
For every major activity choose: expand, maintain, repair, or stop. Force the business to
earn its complexity.

Plan Capacity Before Opportunity
A successful strategy can create more work than the author can handle. Decide in
advance what will be delegated, automated, delayed, or declined when growth occurs.

Sustainability is not a defensive strategy. It is what allows success to continue.

Writer's Edge Check-In
• What should be expanded?
• What should be stopped?
• If demand doubled next month, what would break first?
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Try It Now
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The Advanced Indie Author Dashboard
Catalog revenue, trailing 12 months: ______________________________

Estimated catalog profit/contribution: ______________________________

Top three revenue-producing titles: _______________________________

Top three reader-entry titles: ___________________________________

Direct reader list size: _________________________________________

Repeat-reader indicator: ________________________________________

Direct-sales revenue: __________________________________________

Advertising spend and return: ___________________________________

Event revenue / strategic outcomes: ______________________________

Rights opportunities active: ____________________________________

Partnerships active: ___________________________________________

Largest platform concentration risk: _______________________________

Largest operational risk: _______________________________________

Next title or edition in production: _______________________________

One activity to expand: ________________________________________

One activity to stop: __________________________________________
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THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING.
BUILD THE BUSINESS BEYOND THE NEXT

BOOK
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

The complete Beyond the Basics moves beyond isolated publishing tactics and into
integrated career strategy. It shows how to turn a catalog into an asset, manage the
portfolio rather than one bestseller, diversify income without diluting the brand,
improve unit economics, build a distribution portfolio, operate direct sales, deepen
reader loyalty, segment audiences, strengthen launches, use advertising as a portfolio
tool, turn events into business development, manage rights, build partnerships, use AI
as infrastructure, and remove operational fragility.

The full book also includes the Advanced Indie Author Dashboard, Revenue
Diversification Matrix, Platform Dependence Audit, and 90-Day Advanced Growth
Sprint — practical tools for seeing the whole enterprise, testing growth deliberately,
reducing single points of failure, and deciding what to expand, maintain, repair, or stop.

Beyond the basics does not mean beyond control. The advanced indie author does not
need to do everything. The work is to know what matters, what connects, what earns its
complexity, and what should happen next.

BEYOND THE BASICS
BOOK 31 OF THE WRITER'S EDGE

Practical Guides for Serious Writers

GET THE COMPLETE BOOK


