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What This Book Will Do for You
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

NFTs and blockchain were once sold to creators as if the technology itself were a
publishing strategy. This book starts from a more useful 2027 question: what author,
reader, rights, access, or recordkeeping problem does blockchain solve better than a
conventional tool?

NFT & Blockchain Essentials for Authors' Success removes the jargon and separates
technical capability from legal rights, business value, and hype. It explains what a
blockchain can record, what a token actually represents, why token ownership is not
automatically copyright ownership, where smart contracts can help, why automatic
creator royalties have limits, how reader friction and long-term storage affect projects,
and how security, vendors, collaborators, costs, and exit plans must be evaluated
before money or intellectual property is committed.

The practical result is not a mandate to use blockchain. It is the ability to recognize a
credible use case, ask the right questions, protect the work and the reader, compare
simpler alternatives, and walk away when the technology has not earned its place.

TECHNOLOGY IS INFRASTRUCTURE, NOT A
SUBSTITUTE FOR A GOOD BOOK, CLEAR RIGHTS,
READERS, OR SOUND BUSINESS JUDGMENT.
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Selected From the Book
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Separate Copyright From Token Ownership
This is the most important legal distinction in the book.

Copyright Is a Separate Bundle of Rights
Under U.S. copyright law, copyright ownership is distinct from ownership of a
material object or copy in which a work is embodied. Selling a copy does not, by
itself, transfer copyright.

The same principle matters in digital token sales. Buying a token linked to a book
cover, illustration, audio file, or manuscript does not automatically give the buyer the
right to reproduce, adapt, distribute, perform, display, or license the copyrighted work.

Copyright Transfers Require Legal Formality
In the United States, transfers of copyright ownership generally require a written
instrument signed by the owner of the rights being conveyed or an authorized agent.

A token transaction may be evidence of a deal, but authors should not assume the
token itself satisfies every legal requirement for a copyright transfer.

Licenses Must Be Clear
If a token includes commercial-use rights, personal-use rights, adaptation rights,
access rights, or another license, those rights should be stated clearly and consistently
in terms buyers can find and preserve.

Ambiguity creates conflict. The buyer needs to know what is owned, what is licensed,
what is prohibited, and whether rights survive transfer of the token.
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Selected From the Book
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Use Blockchain Only When It Adds Reader Value
Readers do not owe a technology their attention.

Start With the Reader Experience
A reader may value exclusive access, collectible editions, event privileges,
membership, behind-the-scenes materials, signed physical items, voting on
community activities, or another meaningful benefit.

The blockchain should make that experience better, more portable, or more
verifiable—not merely more complicated.

Remove Unnecessary Friction
Wallet setup, transaction fees, security phrases, network selection, token transfers, and
unfamiliar marketplaces can discourage readers.

If the same experience can be delivered with a login and email address, ask whether
blockchain provides enough extra value to justify the additional complexity.

Design for Non-Technical Readers
If a project is worthwhile, readers should not need to understand blockchain
architecture to enjoy it.

The technology should stay behind the experience whenever possible.

Writer's Edge Check-In
• What reader benefit exists without mentioning blockchain?
• What new friction does the technology introduce?
• Could a simpler system deliver the same value?



THE WRITER'S EDGE  |  READER PREVIEW

B ALAN BOURGEOIS  •  PRACTICAL GUIDES FOR SERIOUS WRITERS

Try It Now
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

The Author's Blockchain Decision Test
1. Problem - What specific author, reader, rights, access, or recordkeeping problem are we
solving?
____________________________________________
2. Necessity - Why is blockchain better than a normal database, membership platform,
e-commerce store, license, or email system?
____________________________________________
3. Rights - Who owns every copyrighted, trademarked, musical, visual, written, and technical
asset?
____________________________________________
4. Holder Benefit - What does the token holder actually receive?
____________________________________________
5. Legal Clarity - Are ownership, licenses, restrictions, refunds, and revenue terms written
clearly?
____________________________________________
6. Security - Who controls the wallet, administrative keys, smart contract, and recovery process?
____________________________________________
7. Storage - Where do associated files live, and how will they remain available?
____________________________________________
8. Costs - What are the setup, transaction, platform, support, storage, and maintenance costs?
____________________________________________
9. Reader Friction - What must a reader learn, install, buy, sign, or protect to participate?
____________________________________________
10. Exit - What happens if the vendor, marketplace, or project disappears?
____________________________________________
11. Measurement - How will success be measured without relying on speculative token price?
____________________________________________
12. Alternative - What simpler system could accomplish the same goal?
____________________________________________
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THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING.
USE THE TECHNOLOGY ONLY WHEN IT

EARNS ITS PLACE
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

The complete NFT & Blockchain Essentials for Authors' Success gives authors a
practical framework for digital ownership without the hype. It covers blockchain
basics, token standards, copyright and licensing, smart contracts, creator royalties,
reader value, realistic author use cases, metadata and storage, wallet security, scams,
vendors and developers, collaborations, rights strategy, business testing, and a 2027
digital ownership policy.

The full book also includes the Author's Blockchain Decision Test, an NFT / Digital
Collectible Rights Sheet, a Blockchain Vendor Interview, and a 30-Day Digital
Ownership Audit - tools for testing necessity, documenting rights, evaluating costs
and security, protecting reader experience, and planning an exit before a project
becomes difficult to unwind.

Blockchain and NFTs are neither a guaranteed future for publishing nor a failed idea
that authors should ignore forever. Their narrow strengths matter only when they
improve a real author or reader experience. Protect the work. Protect the reader.
Protect the relationship. Then decide whether the technology deserves to be part of the
publishing strategy.

NFT & BLOCKCHAIN ESSENTIALS FOR AUTHORS'
SUCCESS

BOOK 23 OF THE WRITER'S EDGE
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GET THE COMPLETE BOOK


