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What This Book Will Do for You
Research is no longer just about finding 
information. It is about deciding what deserves to 
be trusted.
Writers now work in an environment where search results, social 
posts, outdated pages, synthetic media, and generative AI can all 
produce information that looks convincing before it has been 
verified.

Mastering Research gives writers a practical system for separating 
discovery from proof. It shows you how to define the right question, 
identify stronger sources, preserve provenance, test credibility, 
handle contradictory evidence, work with experts, and conduct a 
final fact audit before publication.

This preview focuses on two of the book’s most important 2027 skills: 
using AI without mistaking fluency for evidence, and resolving 
disagreement between sources instead of hiding it.

Find less. Verify more. Keep what matters. Then write.
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Selected From the Book

Research in the Age of Generative AI
AI can accelerate research, but it changes the writer’s responsibilities. 
The central rule is simple: an AI answer is a lead until you verify it 
against a real source.

Use AI for Discovery, Structure, and Questions

Generative AI can help brainstorm search terms, identify possible 
subtopics, translate a broad question into narrower questions, 
summarize material you provide, compare notes, or suggest what 
evidence might be missing. It can be useful at the beginning and 
middle of research because it reduces friction.

But fluency is not evidence. A model can combine correct facts with 
invented names, dates, quotations, publications, legal cases, statistics, 
or citations. The more plausible the fabrication, the more dangerous 
it becomes to a writer who is moving quickly.

Verify Every Consequential Claim

If an AI system supplies a fact you intend to publish, locate the 
underlying source. Open it. Confirm that the source exists, says what 
the AI claimed, applies to the correct date and jurisdiction, and has 
not been quoted out of context. If the system provides citations, verify 
them individually rather than assuming citation formatting means 
citation accuracy.

Never manufacture a source because the prose needs support. If you 
cannot verify the claim, remove it, qualify it, or continue researching.
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Resolve Contradictions Instead of Hiding 
Them
Serious research eventually produces disagreement. Contradictory 
sources are not evidence that research failed; they are often where 
the real work begins.

Find the Source of the Difference

Two sources may use different definitions, time periods, geographic 
boundaries, datasets, translations, or methods. They may be 
answering different questions while appearing to disagree. Compare 
the underlying evidence before choosing a side.

Weight Evidence, Do Not Vote

Research is not decided by counting links. Five derivative articles 
based on one flawed report do not outweigh a well-supported 
primary record. Evaluate independence, proximity to evidence, 
methodology, transparency, and relevance.

Challenge Your Preferred Answer
Confirmation bias is especially dangerous when the research 
supports what the writer already wants to believe. Deliberately 
search for the strongest credible evidence against your emerging 
conclusion. If your argument survives, it becomes stronger. If it 
changes, the research has done its job.

When the evidence remains genuinely unsettled, write the 
uncertainty rather than forcing false precision.
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Try It Now: The Writer's Edge Research 
System
Use this six-step system for every substantial writing project. It is 
intentionally simple enough to repeat.

 1. DEFINE — What exactly do I need to know? Why does the 
manuscript need the answer? What would count as sufficient 
evidence?

 2. DISCOVER — Which search terms, databases, archives, people, 
and tools can reveal leads? What vocabulary do experts use that I 
do not yet know?

 3. VERIFY — What is the strongest available source? Can I trace the 
claim to original evidence? Do independent sources agree, and if 
not, why?

 4. RECORD — Have I captured full source details, page/location, 
access date or version, and my own notes? Can I distinguish 
quotation, paraphrase, and interpretation?

 5. INTEGRATE — Does this information serve the reader? Have I 
preserved my own voice? Is attribution clear?

 6. AUDIT — What could have changed? What could be wrong? 
What entered through AI or a derivative source and still needs 
direct verification?

 Research question:  __________________________________________
 Claim or scene supported:  ___________________________________

Verification status:  _________________________________________
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THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING.

BUILD A RESEARCH SYSTEM 
YOU CAN TRUST

Mastering Research
The complete book goes beyond this preview with source 

ladders, credibility testing, research planning, provenance and 
note-taking, interviews and lived experience, ethical use of 
sources, copyright and permissions, integrating research 
without overwhelming the reader, staying current, and 

conducting a final fact audit.

If these pages changed how you think about evidence, the full 
book is designed to help you turn that awareness into a 

repeatable research process for fiction, nonfiction, memoir, 
history, journalism, and other fact-dependent writing.
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